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SUBJECT: SAUDI POSITION ON SPANISH-SHARA 

QUESTION 

1. IN A MEETING WITH THE AMBASSADOR OCTOBER 15 MINISTER OF 
FOREIGN AFFARIS PRINCE SAUD BIN FAISAL SAID THAT BOTH THE 
SPANISH AND MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTERS HAD SOUGHT URGENT 
MEETINGS WITH HIM WHILE HE WAS IN NEW YORK FOR THE UNGA 
TO ASK FOR SAUDI SUPPORT FOR THE POSITIONS OF THEIR RES- 
PECTIVE GOVERNMENTS ON THE SPANISH SAHARA QUESTION. 

2. THE SPANISH FOREIGN MINISTER WAS PUSHING THE IDEA OF 
A PLEBESCITE. SAUD SAID HE HAD REPLED THAT IN NORMAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES SAUDI ARABIA WOULD SUPPORT THE CONCEPT OF A 
PLEBESCITE, BUT WHEN-AS IN THE PRESENT INSTANCE-THERE 

ARE ONLY 30,000 PERSONS INVOLVED, HISTORICAL CLAIMS AND 
THE INTERESTS OF THOSE IN THE SURROUNDING COUNTRIES ASSUME 
PRIMARY IMPORTANCE. 

3. SAUD SAID THAT HE TOLD THE MOROCCAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
THAT SAUDI ARABIA WOULD GIVE SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION TO 
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HIM TO EXPECT SAUDI SUPPORT. SAUD THEN TOLD THE AMBASSADOR 
THAT DESPITE HIS CAUTIOUS POSITION WITH THE MOROCCAN FOREIGN 
MINISTER, HE CONSIDERED THE MOROCCAN POSITION TO BE CORRECT. 

HE ADDED THAT HE FOUND THE MAURITANIAN CLAIM WITHOUT SER- 
IOUS SUBSTANCE AND CONCLUDED THAT THE ISSUE COULD BE EASILY 
RESOLVED WERE IT NOT FOR THE ALGERIANS. 

AKINS 
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